Year 3 Reading Comprehension Pack
A Home from Home

Included in this pack:
Fiction text and questions
Information text and questions
Answers for questions on both texts
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Year 3

The Evacuees
Reading Comprehension Text Part 1

In the 20th century there were two world wars. The First World War
lasted from 1914 to 1918. The Second World War lasted from 1939
to 1945. The Second World War started because Adolf Hitler, the
ruler of Germany at the time, wanted to have power over other
countries in Europe, including Britain.

During the Second World War, the government decided that children
living in big cities should leave their parents to go to live with families
in the countryside. This was called evacuation. The reason for this
was that cities were a target for German bombs. No-one was forced
to go, but many posters were put up encouraging parents to evacuate
their children as this was safer for them.
It wasn’t just school-children who were evacuated. Pregnant women
and women with children under five also went. Disabled people were
evacuated because they were less able to look after themselves in the
event of a bombing.
Some children were sent to live with relatives, but others were sent to
complete strangers. Rich parents made their own arrangements for
their children and would send them to manor houses in the
countryside. Most children did not know where they were going, who
they would be staying with or when they would return.
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Year 3

The Evacuees
Reading Comprehension Questions Part 1

1. When did the Second World War begin?
_____________________________________________________________
2. Why did the government decide that children living in cities should be
evacuated?
_____________________________________________________________
3. Apart from school-children, who else was evacuated?
___________________________
___________________________
___________________________
4. Only two of the following statements are true. Tick the two that you think
are true:
Rich people made their own arrangements to evacuate their children
Most children went to live with strangers
All the children evacuated went to live in manor houses in the countryside
Everybody knew they would return within a year
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Year 3

The Evacuees
Reading Comprehension Text Part 2

Children would take a gas mask with them in a box. They also had
labels attached to them, with their name, home address, school and the
address of where they were going.
Evacuees went to live with host families. Their
new homes were called billets. Billeting officers
arranged for people to look after the children.
Sometimes children stood in a line and local
people picked which children to take.

Some children found their host families unfriendly and unwelcoming. It
is said that some host families living in the countryside had the idea
that city children were dirty and riddled with parasites. Others, on the
other hand, lived with warm and kind families who made them feel at
home and introduced them to the joys of the countryside.
Here are two accounts from people who were evacuated as
children during the war:

I was sent to live in a huge
mansion in Devon. The
mansion was owned by a rich
couple who were constantly
going to parties and jetting off
on holiday. We hardly ever
saw them, however luckily the
housekeeper was present to
look after us. She was called
Mrs Cooper and she was a
lovely lady. She used to bake
us apple crumble and take us
on walks, telling us all the
names of the wild flowers. I
was sad to leave.

I was evacuated with my
younger brother. I was
nine and he was seven.
The woman who looked
after us never smiled and
hardly spoke to us. We
were very homesick. She
used to make us wash with
a horrible-smelling
medicated soap because
she thought we had
brought lice with us from
the city.
Agnes

John
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Year 3

The Evacuees
Reading Comprehension Questions Part 2

5. What two things did the children take with them?
___________________________
___________________________
6. What was the name of the people who arranged the evacuations?
____________________________________________________________

7. Give two reasons why Agnes did not enjoy her experience of evacuation:
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
8. Why did John hardly ever see the couple who owned the mansion he
lived in?
____________________________________________________________

9. What was Mrs Cooper’s job?
____________________________________________________________
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Year 3

All Aboard!
Reading Comprehension Text Part 1

Frank stared at the wet ground beneath his feet. If he tried to concentrate on
something boring, like the puddle in front of him, he could forget how afraid he
was. Suddenly, the shrill sound of steam from a train pierced his thoughts.
He looked up with a start.
“Here it is, Frank,” said his mother, her voice wavering a little. That shocked
him a little. He was sad to be leaving her, but it didn’t occur to him that she
might be about to cry too.
“Now, don’t worry love, things are going to be ok,” she said, smoothing down
his hair. “Be careful not to get this label wet,” she said touching the brown
card label on his coat. On it was written his name, the name of his school
and the address he was going to.

“Look at me sweetheart.” He didn’t want to look at his Mum. He knew as
soon as he did that, he would start to cry. Eventually he managed to look up
at her. Her hair was shiny and curled into a roll at the front. Her lips were
smiling, but her eyes were gleaming with tears and reflected the bright station lights. “You’re going to go to a nice family who will see what a lovely boy
you are. You’ll see all kinds of things in the countryside! Everything’s cleaner there. You’ll have a great time!”
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Year 3

All Aboard!
Reading Comprehension Questions Part 1

1. At the start of the story, why is Frank trying to concentrate on the puddle
in front of him?
__________________________________________________________
2. What sound pierces his thoughts?
__________________________________________________________
3. What is Frank shocked by?
__________________________________________________________
4. Why do you think Frank’s Mum tells him to be careful not to get his
label wet?

___________________________________________________________
5. What does Frank’s Mum tell him he will enjoy about going away?
___________________________________________________________
6. Find one phrase that tells you that Frank’s Mum is upset.
___________________________________________________________
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Year 3

All Aboard!
Reading Comprehension Text Part 2

Frank wasn’t so sure. He had seen pictures of the countryside but he’d never
been before. He wondered where people got their food from if there were no
shops and only fields. Maybe he would go and stay on a farm. He wondered if
he might learn to milk a cow.
“All children to board the train now please!” called the billeting officer.
Frank felt as if a million bees were buzzing around in his chest. This was the
moment he had been dreading. His Mum wrapped her arms around him and
held him close to her. He put his arms around her and let out a small sob. He
didn’t want to cry in front of other people but then he heard other children start to
cry and realised that now wasn’t the time to be embarrassed. His Mum held onto him for what felt like a long time. Eventually she let go.
“Don’t worry, Mum. I’ll be alright,” said Frank through his tears. “I’ll write to you
as soon as I get there.”

“Yes, you do that darling. We must write as often as we can. Now: when you
get on the train, don’t look back. I’ll be watching you go, but I don’t want you
to look back and worry about me, do you understand?”
“Yes, Mum.” Frank did as his mother asked. He wanted to look back, but instead he boarded the train then went straight to look for a seat. He didn’t look
out of the window as the train left.

www.bright-stars.org

8

Year 3

All Aboard!
Reading Comprehension Questions Part 2

7. What does Frank wonder about the countryside?
_________________________________________________________
8. Frank felt as if a million bees were buzzing around in his chest.
How do you think Frank was feeling?
_________________________________________________________
9. Which one of these words means the same as dreading? Tick one.
Looking forward to

Watching

Fearing

Carrying

10. Why do you think Frank’s Mum holds onto him for a very long time?

_________________________________________________________
11. Frank and his Mum say they are going to stay in touch. How are
they going to do this?
_________________________________________________________
12. What does Frank’s Mum tell him not to do when he gets on the
train?
_________________________________________________________
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Year 3

All Aboard!
Reading Comprehension Text Part 3

The train wound its way through London, past terraced houses and open
parks. Past shops and alleyways and football pitches. Soon, the grey streets
were replaced by fresh, green fields. Frank saw black and white cows lying
down with their calves. He saw horses standing nose to tail, swishing flies
from each others faces. Gradually the sun went down, leaving the sky filled
with orange and pink scalloped clouds. As it got darker, Frank became more
afraid and more homesick. The train slowed down and stopped. The billeting
officers shouted that they had arrived in Plymouth and that they all needed to
gather their belongings and get off the train.
Frank got off with around fifty other
children. The billeting officer led them
to a village hall, where they were told
to sit on the floor. The hall was bare
and the paint on the walls was yellowygrey and peeling. The floor was dusty
and there was a smell of mould. It was
terribly cold and Frank was glad he
had his hat and gloves with him. Three
couples entered the room. Frank
realised that these must be the host
families, here to collect their evacuees.
The billeting officers started collecting
children and then introducing them to
the couples. More adults arrived,
some couples, some single men and
women, some young and some old.
Eventually, Frank’s name was called.
He could feel his legs shaking as he
stood up.
“Frank Waters?” said the billeting officer. “This is Mrs Rayner. She’ll be
looking after you.”
Frank looked at the lady stood before him. She had fair hair and freckles
and her pale pink lips were stretched into a kind smile. She put out a
hand to shake his and he noticed how red and cold her hands were.
“Hello Frank,” she said. “Let me show you to your new home.”
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Year 3

All Aboard!
Reading Comprehension Questions Part 3

13. Tick three things that Frank sees on the train journey.
Horses

Pigs

Clouds

A rainbow

Car parks

Fields

14. How did Frank feel as it got darker?
________________________________________________________
15. Find two words or phrases to describe the village hall.
___________________________
___________________________

16. Why do you think Frank’s legs are shaking when he stands up?
________________________________________________________
17. How do you think Frank feels when he meets Mrs Rayner? Why do
you think he feels like this?
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
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Year 3

The Evacuees
Reading Comprehension Answers

1. When did the Second World War begin?

1939

2. Why did the government decide that children living in cities should be evacuated?
The cities were a target for German bombs / to keep the children safe from the
bombs
3. Apart from school-children, who else was evacuated?
Pregnant women, women with children under five and disabled people.
4. Only two of the following statements are true. Tick the two that you think are true:
These two statements are true:

Rich people made their own arrangements to evacuate their children
Most children went to live with strangers
5. What two things did the children take with them?
A gas mask (in a box) and a label
6. What was the name of the people who arranged the evacuations?
Billeting officers
7. Give two reasons why Agnes did not enjoy her experience of evacuation:
Any two of the following: the woman who looked after them never smiled / she
never spoke to them / Agnes was homesick / the woman made them wash in
horrible soap / the woman thought they had lice
8. Why did John hardly ever see the couple who owned the mansion he lived in?
They were constantly going off to parties / jetting off on holiday
9. What was Mrs Cooper’s job?
Housekeeper
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Year 3

All Aboard!
Reading Comprehension Answers

1. At the start of the story, why is Frank trying to concentrate on the puddle in front of
him?
To forget how afraid he was.

2. What sound pierces his thoughts?
The sound of the steam from the train.
3. What is Frank shocked by?
His mum was upset / crying.
4. Why do you think Frank’s Mum tells him to be careful not to get his label wet?

Because it has his name and address on it / it has the address of where he is
going to on it.
5. What does Frank’s Mum tell him he will enjoy about going away?
He will be with a nice family / He will see all kinds of things in the countryside / It
will be cleaner there.
6. Find one phrase that tells you that Frank’s Mum is upset.

Her voice wavering a little / her eyes were gleaming with tears
7. What does Frank wonder about the countryside?
He wondered where people got their food from / He wondered if he might learn
to milk a cow.
8. Frank felt as if a million bees were buzzing around in his chest.
How do you think Frank was feeling?
Scared / nervous / worried
9. Which one of these words means the same as dreading? Tick one.
Fearing ticked
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Year 3

All Aboard!
Reading Comprehension Answers Continued

10. Why do you think Frank’s Mum holds onto him for a very long time?
She loves him very much / she is going to miss him / she doesn’t want him to go.

11. Frank and his Mum say they are going to stay in touch. How are they going to do
this?
By writing (letters)
12. What does Frank’s Mum tell him not to do when he gets on the train?
Look back at her
13. Tick three things that Frank sees on the train journey.
Horses, clouds and fields
14. How did Frank feel as it got darker?
Homesick
15. Find two words or phrases to describe the village hall.
Any two of the following: bare / paint yellowy-grey and peeling / floor dusty / smell
of mould / terribly cold
16. Why do you think Frank’s legs are shaking when he stands up?
He is nervous / scared / worried
17. How do you think Frank feels when he meets Mrs Rayner? Why do you think he
feels like this?
Example answers:
He probably feels better because she has a kind smile.
OR
She is very welcoming so he probably feels relieved.
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